157.  LETTER TO E.F.C. IME

JOHANNESBURG,
June 3, 1908

DEAR MR. LANE,

I wrote to you on Saturday,1 asking for General Smuts' permission2
to publish correspondence that has passed between us and was marked
"confidential" in connection with the Asiatic Act May I now have a
reply?

I am,
Tours truly,

ERNEST F, C, LANE, Es&.
PRETORIA

From a photostat of the typewritten office copy: S, N. 4819

158.  LETTER TO GENERAL SMUTS*
[JOHANNESBURG,]
June 6, 1908
[DEAR MR. SMUTS,]
I hope you will pardon me for writing you about the interview4
that took place today between you and me. While I appreciate your
desire to abide by the compromise, I cannot help saying that the
interview was not satisfactory. You still hesitate about repeal of the
Act, and you are emphatic that, if the Act is not repealed, it is under
it that Asiatics who arrived after the 9th ultimo and who had a right
to enter the country should be registered. The repeal of the Act, as I
have always said, was the goal of the Asiatics, and they have done much
1  Vide "Letter to E. F. C> Lane", p. 273.
2 Lane wrote to Gandhiji on the 4th refusing this permission on the ground
that, since these letters had been confidential and personal, the Colonial Secretary had
not replied at any length to, or controverted, statements contained in Gandhiji's
letters, and "the publication of this correspondence therefore would throw an in-
correct light upon the whole matter". S. N. 4821.
3 A copy of this letter was sent by Ritch as an annexore to his letter of July 27,
1908 to the Colonial Office,
4 In a letter written on behalf of General Smuts on June 4, 1908, Lane had
asked Gandhiji for an interview to discuss the "draft Asiatic Bill" for the retrospective
validation of voluntary registration; 'vide S. N. 4822.